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The question of the role of women has become central to the very future of the Roman Catholic
Church. The answers the Church has given so far have contributed to a widespread loss of credibility
since one cannot defend human dignity and at the same time deny equal rights to women. The
responses to the synod on synodality clearly demonstrate that Catholics from all  over the world
expect and demand gender justice from their church.

Which functions and offices in the church will be filled by women in the future? Which structures that
limit what can be said, thought and practiced need to be overcome? Which challenges are ahead?
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